
 

Introducing MCC Branch 

Melksham, Chippenham and Calne (MCC) Branch of the Wilts & Berks 
Canal Trust (WBCT) is working to restore the section of the Wilts & Berks 
Canal from the Semington junction with the Kennet and Avon canal to Wick 
Bridge just north of Chippenham, as well as the Chippenham and Calne 
branch lines and the proposed “Melksham Link”. 
  
Originally built in 1797, the western end of the Wilts & Berks Canal was one 
of the first stretches the canal company completed. 
  
The Trust has submitted planning applications to facilitate a new stretch of 
canal, “The Melksham Link”, which will run from the Kennet and Avon Canal 
at Semington, pass through Berryfield (close to the New Inn Pub) and join 
the River Avon west of “Western Way Bridge”. 
  
Another local project is “Destination Lacock” where our Trust has acquired 
land to enable the Branch to regenerate the towpath, which will provide a 
safe route for pedestrians, cyclists and hopefully horse riders between 
Melksham and The Bell Inn at Lacock. 
  
MCC Branch currently has over 600 members.  Many of the members are 
active and take part in “dirty boot” teams renovating the canal or work in 
“clean shoes” teams tackling the many management, organisational and 
administrative tasks, whilst others are committee members and branch 
officers. 
  
Member skills within MCC Branch include brick laying, dumper and digger 
driving, quad bike operation, chainsaw operation, woodworking, metal 
working, painting, welding, strimmer and all terrain mower operation, 
horticulture (including hard and soft landscaping), fund raising, event 
management, educational co-ordination, people management, team 
building, giving talks about the canal and much more. 
  
MCC Branch enthusiastically works to increase membership of the Trust and 
welcomes both active and less active members to support our work in 
restoring and preserving the route of the beautiful historic Wilts & Berks 
canal for generations to come. 
  
As well as the chance to join an excellent social network of like-minded 
people, our members also enjoy the opportunity to learn new skills, working 
alongside other enthusiastic and friendly volunteers whether in a “dirty 
boots” manual activity in the countryside or in a “clean shoes” supporting 
role you will always be welcomed in the Trust. 
  
So whether you have time to spare and would like to be actively involved or 
would simply prefer to join the Trust and be a supportive member of our 
work in restoring this historic canal, please contact the MCC Branch 
membership secretary, Brian De’ath at brian.death@wbct.org.uk 
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