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R IV E R  AD V EN T U R E  -  S T AN D - U P  P AD D L E  B O AR D  R AC E  R U L ES  

 
At 12:00 noon on Sunday 6th September, a paddle board race will be held on the River Avon alongside the Adventure Centre, King 
George V Park, Lowbourne, Melksham, Wiltshire. 
 
The organisers invite paddle board race competitors to enter subject to the following rules: 
 

1. Stand-up Paddle Boards should be propriety design and manufacture (ie not home-made). Any standard design board is 

acceptable (ie Cruiser, Hybrid etc). Surf boards are not acceptable. 

2. Competitors must provide their own board. 

3. Leashes tying competitor to paddle board are not permitted owing to the risk of entanglement in a congested area. Support 

boats will be on hand to re-unite competitors with their boards if necessary. 

4. Competitors shall not leave any debris in the river or on the riverbank; competitors may request assistance from the safety boat 

to help with the retrieval of debris from the river. 

5. By 11:30am, competitors must report to the organiser with emergency contact details, to attend a safety briefing. They should 

wear suitable clothing including appropriate footwear to prevent cuts to the feet, a properly fastened buoyancy aid and a 

suitable protective helmet. Buoyancy aids and helmets will be available on loan for the race from Wiltshire Youth Canoe Club. No 

competitor shall be under the influence of alcohol or drugs. The organiser may bar any competitor from participation if he/she 

considers that person is unfit to compete. The organiser’s decision is final in all matters. 

6. All competitors must be between the ages of 10 and 15 years (inclusive) on 6th September 2020 and be capable swimmers (ie be 

able to swim at least 25m in a swimming pool). 

7. Competitors shall not obstruct or affect in any way, any other competitors or rafts; the organiser may disqualify any offending 

competitor. 

8. Competitors must stand up on their boards during the race and keep a good distance from the river bank and any moored boats. 

Exceptions to this rule are temporary kneeling whilst recovering from a fall.  When in close proximity to the river bank before 

and after the race, competitors must kneel to minimise the risk of falling and injuring themselves by hitting the bank. 

9. All competitors are advised that there is some risk associated with their participation in this activity.   Whilst every effort has 

been made by the organisers to minimise this risk as far as possible, competitors are expected to familiarise themselves 

and fully comply with the rules of participation, pay particular attention to the safety briefing - and enter at their own risk. The 

organisers shall accept no responsibility for loss or damage to persons or property, howsoever caused. 

10. Participants agree to the use of photographs taken during the race for publicity and promotional purposes. 

11. HAVE FUN!    

 

The organisers shall decide the race format depending on river and weather conditions and the number of entries. The course will be 

a maximum of 200m long and will finish alongside the Adventure Centre. 
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